BOROUGH COUNCIL OF KING'S LYNN & WEST NORFOLK
CHRISTMAS SUPPORT PAYMENT FOR WET-LED PUBS POLICY
2 DECEMBER 2020 TO 29 DECEMBER 2020

On 1 December 2020 the government announced the introduction of additional support for
wet-led pubs in areas under Tier 2 or Tier 3 restrictions between 2 December 2020 and 29
December 2020. The support takes the form of a one-off £1,000 grant paid by local
authorities. The cost is met in full by central government.

The grants are known as the Christmas Support Payment for wet-led pubs. They are
intended to support Public Houses who serve little or no food and are therefore unable to
open over all or part of the festive period due to the Tier 2 or Tier 3 restrictions.

Guidance was issued by central government on 10 December 2020. This policy reflects the
guidance and details the eligibility and application criteria for the payment.

ELIGIBILITY
A business or trader will be eligible for the grant if they meet all of the following conditions:

e They are shown in the business rates list on 30 November 2020 as a Public House or
an Inn,

¢ They would normally be open to the general public, allow free entry, drinks to be
purchased at the bar and drinking without food being consumed,

e They were trading as a public house on 30 November 2020 (being closed due to
lockdown counts as trading),

e They are not insolvent, in administration or subject to a striking off notice,

e They derive less than 50% of their income from food sales as at 11 March 2020
(subject to the detailed criteria below), and

¢ They will not exceed State Aid limits by claiming the grant

INCOME FROM FOOD

In order to qualify for the grant a business must show that they derive less than 50% of their
gross income from food, i.e. that 50% or more of their income comes from alcohol sales.

For the purpose of this policy, this is defined as 50% of the income of the business liable for
business rates as shown in the business rates list, and is in respect of gross food and wet
sales as shown in the businesses’ Profit and Loss Accounts for the relevant periods.

EXCLUSIONS

The following premises are not classed as a Public House or Inn for the purpose of this
grant. They may be able to claim other business grants.

Restaurants and cafes,

Nightclubs,

Snack bars,

Hotels, Guest Houses and boarding Houses,



Sporting venues, music venues, concert halls and theatres
Museums

Exhibition Halls

Cinema, Casinos.

APPLICATIONS

Businesses must complete the online application form available on the council’s website to
claim the Christmas Support Payment for wet-led pubs. They must also supply evidence to
show that less than 50% of their income is from food sales in a timely manner. We may ask
for more information if necessary to validate an application, prevent and detect fraud.

We may refuse to pay a grant if the information we require is not supplied.

The closing date for applications is 29 December 2020.

GRANT PAYMENTS

Payment of the grant under this policy is entirely at the discretion of the borough council, and
we reserve the right to refuse, pay or query any application or grant.

There is no right of appeal against our decision to pay, or not to pay, a grant.
Grant payments will only be made by bank transfer to a validated bank account. Payments

will not be made unless a bank statement is provided as evidence of sort code, account
number and account name.

:STATE AID AND TAX

The Christmas Support Payment for wet-led pubs is classed as taxable income for those
receiving it. Businesses must also declare that they will not breach State Aid rules by
accepting payment of the grant.

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION

We will not accept fraudulent applications for the grant and will carry out checks to ensure all
applications for grant payments are accurate. We may refuse to pay a grant if we suspect
an application is fraudulent for any reason.

We will check information at the time of application, and may also carry out spot checks at a
later date, including asking for further evidence and verifying information on Companies
House.

We will recover any grants found to have been claimed fraudulently.

We may also share the information about applications and grant payments with other bodies
as requested and allowed by law, including the Department for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy, Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government and any other government departments as required.




OTHER HELP

We continue to work with a wide range of partners, including New Anglia Local Enterprise
Partnership (New Anglia LEP) and the New Anglia Growth Hub to provide support to
businesses in West Norfolk. This includes providing information and guidance about central
Government support schemes, grant schemes provided by New Anglia LEP, and
introductions to other specialist providers of support and information where appropriate.




