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1. General Introduction- We act for Mr and Mrs Riches who own land 

in and around Downham Market. There are two particular proposals 

for which we have made representations. The first is the land at 

Broomfield, at the north east of Downham Market and contained 

within housing allocation F.l.3. The second is land within the town off 

Howdale Rise, shown in the SHLAA and in the original draft plans but 

not included as an allocation in the pre-submission document. I 

attach for convenience the red line plans for both sites together with 

illustrative layouts prepared for each site. 

2. Representations- We deal with each of the two sites in turn: 

2.1 Allocation Fl.3- We support the inclusion of our client's land in 

F.l.3 Our client is however concerned at the more recent 

extension of allocation F.l.3 beyond and to the north of Bridle 

Lane, in the pre-submission draft, proposed on the basis of the 

need to produce a further access to Lynn Road. They consider 

that Bridle Lane forms a natural stop to development to the north 

of Downham Market in that the extent of their original proposals 

can be accommodated (in terms of a traffic assessment) by the 

existing road system to the south. They are concerned that any 

development should be effectively screened by additional 
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planting both around Bridle Lane and to the north and east to 

shield views from the A 10 to the east. They are equally concerned 

regarding the northerly extension of the town and its impact 

upon both the countryside in and around Lynn Road and the 

impact upon the village at Wimbotsham, only a short distance to 

the north of the proposed allocation. We consider there is a case 

for the reduction in allocation F1.3 and F.14 (Nightingale Lane) if 

this is to mean that our client's land at Howdale Rise is not to be 

allocated for housing. 

2.2 Land at Howdale Rise - Our clients together with Barker Bros own 

some 2.9 ha of land on the east side of Howdale Rise and south 

of Rouse's Lane which forms a very sustainable in fill site for 

housing between an existing residential estate and the town 

cemetery and allotments and being only a 10 minute walk to the 

town centre. It is clearly more sustainable than either of the two 

housing allocations referred to above. We consider the site can 

accommodate, as shown in the attached site layout plan, some 

50 houses, including affordable housing together with the 

provision of a public open space on land which was the subject 

of previous sand extraction. We cannot accept the Council's 

objection on grounds of access, as there is no highway authority 

objection, and the illustrative details submitted with the objection 

shows that a suitable access can be provided from Howdale Rise . 

We also show a small access from Rouses Lane, which can be 

accommodated by improvement of the existing highway in the 

vicinity of Howdale itself. The site was shown in the SHLAA and in 

the original draft plan. We ask for the allocation of this land in the 
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SADMP accordingly. Provision can be made for an emergency 

link between Howdale Rise and Rouse 's Lane as necessary. 

3. Conclusions - We cannot accept there is any reason why our 

client's land east of Howdale Rise cannot be allocated for 

housing. This is a most sustainable option for housing available 

within Downham Market. It is an obvious infill plot that is well 

screened on all sides. We consider the plan is unsound in that it 

has not been positively prepared nor is it consistent with National 

Policy in terms of ensuring that the most sustainable 

development is considered first . In response to the Inspector's 

questions, we can only conclude that F.l .3 or F.l.4 be reduced 

to allow the scale of the Howdale Rise development (50 houses) 

as is considered necessary. 
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